
Tornado between Antelope Island and West Point, August 2, 2005
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Utah Tornadoes





Uinta Mountain Tornado
• Tornado, Chepeta Lake, Duchesne County Intensity: F3

August 11, 1993, 1750 MST, 40 50'N, 109 59'W

• During the evening of August 11th, a line of thunderstorms moved 
across the Uinta Mountains. Below the thunderstorms, a tornado 
touched down three times. Its path width was up to a half mile wide. 

• The second touchdown was the most significant. At the west fork of 
the White Rock Drainage the tornado began to knock down and 
uproot trees over a 600 acre area. 

• The tornado lifted once more before touching down for the third and 
final time near Chepeta Lake Drainage. Here the twister damaged 
over 400 acres of forest. A troop of 125 scouts were camped near 
the area of the third touchdown. No one was injured, but four 
vehicles were damaged by the tornado. 

•
The highest elevation where damage was found was at 10,800 
feet—which makes this tornado the highest mountain tornado ever 
reported in Utah. 



LIMBS: Ingredients for Severe 

Thunderstorms

• Lift: mechanism to trigger an updraft (lifting 
by terrain or heating of ground)

• Instability: conditionally unstable 
environmental lapse rate 

• Moisture

• Boundaries: mechanism to initiate 
additional updrafts

• Shear: change in horizontal wind with 
height in lowest 6 km





Summary of Classic Severe 

Weather Thunderstorm










































