Hi Ken,

This is Erik Crosman from University of Utah. We have met several times at GHRSST and other conferences. I recently submitted a paper evaluating the MUR lake product with Jorge Vazquez and Mike Chin as part of MISST2 research that was just included in the Remote Sensing special issue:
http://www.mdpi.com/2072-4292/9/7/723
I hope to be able to find funding to be able to continue work on lake temperature SST, and I'm planning on submitting a proposal to the NOAA CPO OOM call for FY18 entitled
Improving Long-term Records of High-Resolution Satellite-derived Lake Surface Temperature for Global and Regional Climate Studies." In response to the                                                                                         Federal Funding Opportunity Number: NOAA-OAR-CPO-2018-2005133
Competition: CPO- Ocean Observing and Monitoring Program (OOM). 

The abstract is attached. This would be a proposal of ~130,000/year for 2 years to support 6 months of my salary a year and a single M.S. graduate student under my supervision.

I wanted to see if you would be willing to write a letter of support for this proposal, as I hope to use the new Pathfinder V3.5 as part of this study. I'm particularly excited about what the following additions to PFDV53 will bring in terms of improved retrievals over lakes:
· The SSTs in PFV53 are now available for all quality levels, including quality '0'(often lake SST data is lower quality than oceans and lost when 0 is not included)
· The PFV53 land mask has been updated (based on Global Lakes and Wetlands Database: Lakes and Wetlands Grid Level 3, 2015) (better boundaries for lakes)
· PFV53 also includes L2P (Level 2 Pre-processed) and L3U (Level 3 Uncollated) product levels for the very first time (having this data will assist in the in situ validation) 
Below is some draft text I wrote with regards to the support letter you are welcome to use (or not).
“X August 2017
Dr. Erik Crosman
Department of Atmospheric Science
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah 84112

Dear Dr. Crosman,
I offer here a letter of support for your NOAA OOM proposal, “Improving long-term records of high-resolution satellite-derived Lake Surface Temperature for regional climate studies,” in response to the  NOAA CPO OOM call for FY18 for the “development of data sets for the climate research community and for projects that develop or improve datasets suitable for periodically updated assessments or monitoring products for weather and climate extremes and impacts on water resources.” The proposed derived global lake climatological data set in this study will be of broad benefit for the climate research community. The evaluation, quality control, and improved estimates of climatological lake temperature and lake temperature trends, particularly for small lakes, which have never been previously analyzed on a global scale, will reduce the currently high uncertainties regarding global lake temperature trends, and provide a critically-needed data set for use in increasingly high resolution regional climate simulations. The quality-control and in situ validation of satellite-derived lake SST over long periods and for smaller lakes as proposed in this study is important to be able to quantify the impact of known cloud contamination, temporal gap, and other errors on satellite-derived climate trend analysis over lakes.“  The timing of this proposal is excellent and the recent Pathfinder V3.5 SST dataset over land areas includes several improvements over lakes, including: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]all quality level SST data being available, including quality '0' (lake SST data has been shown to generally be of lower quality than over oceans and sometimes lost when quality level ‘0’ is not included),
· Improved land mask and lake boundaries (Global Lakes and Wetlands Database: Lakes and Wetlands Grid Level 3, 2015) 
· L2P (Level 2 Pre-processed) and L3U (Level 3 Uncollated) product levels for the very first time are included in Pathfinder V3.5, which will aid in in situ match-ups with satellite data
Because of the useful and needed lake climatological data that will come out of this study, and timely nature of this proposal with respect to the most recent Pathfinder V3.5 updates, I offer my support for this proposal.”
 
Thanks so much. I plan on submitting the proposal on 9 August so if you are able to provide the support letter before that it would be much appreciated.
Thanks,
Erik

